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Over $100,000 Collected From Inmates 
Program on target to collect $250,000 in unpaid court costs through 2007 

 
CINCINNATI --- The buck doesn’t stop at the jail cell door.   
 
Hamilton County Clerk of Courts Greg Hartmann announced today that his office has now 
collected $102,720 in court costs owed to Hamilton County by felons currently serving time in 
prison. The program began in July of 2006. 
 
“My message is clear - if it is found that a person owes the Hamilton County court system 
money, I expect them to pay it – whether or not they are behind bars. The fine of court costs is 
part of their punishment and these dollars are owed to the citizens of Hamilton County,” said 
Hartmann. 
 
This month alone, over $20,723 in court costs have been collected from inmates.  If response to 
the program continues at this pace, it is projected that nearly $250,000 in inmate court costs will 
have been collected in 2007. 
 
Each month the Clerk of Courts office deducts all but $10 from an inmate’s commissary fund 
until their court costs have been paid in full. Commissary funds act similarly to a bank account 
that enables inmates to purchase personal items from the prison like cigarettes and candy.  
Money in the funds may come from an inmate’s prison job, or from family and friends.  
 
“Prosecuting each of these inmates costs taxpayer dollars every day. When court costs are 
assigned it helps to relieve taxpayer funding of the justice system.  Just because these inmates are 
behind bars doesn’t give them an excuse to avoid paying the money that they owe Hamilton 
County,” said Hartmann. 
 
The money collected from this program is returned to Hamilton County to administer throughout 
the justice system. 
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